VTS Paragraph Instructions

· Do NOT use “I” (I think, I believe…) Make your paragraph formal and remove yourself from it.  (It is evident, it is clear, the picture reveals…)
1. Introduction: Explain/introduce the picture.  Give a brief description of the scene or scenario.

2. State your claim/thesis arguing what you think the picture is about.  What is the story behind the picture?  What is the message?
3. List specific evidence (grounds) that lead you to your claim/thesis.  (What do you see in the picture that leads you to your claim?)

4. For each piece of evidence you use from the picture, you must explain the relevance of that evidence.  This is your reasoning/commentary (warrant).  What does that evidence tell you?  Why is it important? How does it relate back to your claim? (This shows…this means…)
5. Write a conclusion statement.  Go back and re-state your claim in a new way.  Sum up what you think this picture is all about.
VTS Paragraph Peer Edit Requirements
1.  Switch your paragraph with someone else

2. Highlight their paragraphs accordingly….

· Claim = pink

· Grounds = Green (because)

· Warrants = Yellow (this means, this shows)

3. Hints:  

· Claim/thesis (opinion, belief, statement, argument)

· Evidence (data, grounds, specific observations and details)

· Reasoning/Commentary (warrant, if….then…, the “so what,” the relevance of the evidence to the claim).

4.  At the bottom of your partner’s paper give feedback on the following….
-  Tell your partner 1-2 specific things they did well in their paragraph.

- Tell your partner 1-2 specific things they can do to revise/improve their paragraphs (what do they need to work on?)


