
Name: ____________________________

Symbolism Through Animals

In Maus, the characters are represented by different animals depending on their race, religion, or nationality. Spiegelman’s use of different characters is highly symbolic; each animal is chosen for a particular reason, which is related to the specific characteristics often associated with each character. 

As you read, you will encounter these symbolic character choices; you will need to explore the nationality connected to each animal, the traits (good and/or bad) of these animals, why Spiegelman chose to connect the animals to their nationality.

This may require identifying the stereotypes that were associated with that nationality at the time.  

	Animal
	Nationality
	Traits

(Good /Bad)
	Why Spiegelman chose

	Mouse


	
	
	

	Cat


	
	
	

	Dog


	
	
	

	Pig


	
	
	
	

	Frog

	
	
	
	

	Moth

	
	
	
	

	Fish

	
	
	
	

	Reindeer
	
	
	
	



