Project Menu for Flowers for Algernon = 100 points
You will choose one of the following projects to complete… 

1. Create 10-12 ink blots using paint and ask three people what they see.   You must also include yourself and include the following:

a. Record what each person saw in the inkblot (a chart is the best way to organize this info.)
b. Did you see the same things or different things?  Explain in detail what you saw in comparison to the other 3 people.

c. Connect what the other people saw to some of their character traits.
d. Write a minimum 2 page report (typed, double spaced, 12 point font) about what the Rorschach test is, how it is used and whether you think it is an accurate way to measure personality.  
2. The British poet Stephen Spender wrote an interesting poem titled “My Parents Kept Me From Children Who Were Rough” in which the author describes being teased by other children because of his lisp.

“My Parents Kept Me From Children Who Were Rough” 

Stephen Spender

My parents kept me from children who were rough
Who threw words like stones and who wore torn clothes.
Their thighs showed through rags. They ran in the street.
And climbed cliffs and stripped by the country streams. 
I feared more than tigers their muscles like iron
Their jerking hands and their knees tight on my arms.
I feared the salt-coarse pointing of those boys
Who copied my lisp behind me on the road. 
They were lithe, they sprang out behind hedges
Like dogs to bark at my world. They threw mud
While I looked the other way, pretending to smile.
I longed to forgive them, but they never smiled.
A) Analyze the poem above (minimum ½ - 1 page typed, double spaced, 12 point font).  
B) Then write your own poem about teasing or bullying but do it from the point of view of someone who is doing the bullying or teasing.  
C) Then in a paragraph below your poem, discuss what motivates people to bully or tease others. Discuss what the ethical responsibilities of the members of a community (a class, a set of friends, individuals) might be to help prevent the bullying and teasing of individuals. 
D) Make sure to include a graphic representation of your poem as well.  This can be in any form (collage, painting, drawing etc.) It cannot be printed out.
3. The start of Keyes’ novel begins with the following epigraph from Plato’s The Republic:
Anyone who has common sense will remember that the bewilderments of the eyes are of two kinds, and arise from two causes, either from coming out of the light or from going into the light, which is true of the mind’s eye, quite as much as of the bodily eye; and he who remembers this when he sees any one whose vision is perplexed and weak, will not be too ready to laugh; he will first ask whether that soul of man has come out of the brighter life, and is unable to see because unaccustomed to the dark, or having turned from darkness to the day is dazzled by excess of light.  And he will count the one happy in his condition and state of being, and he will pity the other; or, if he have a mind to laugh at the soul which comes from below into the light, there will be more reason than this in the laugh which greets him who returns from above out of the light into the den.
Directions:  

A) Respond to this quote in any form you wish – you may write an essay, a reflection, a poem, a diary or letter from the perspective of a character in the novel, or an extra chapter at the end of the novel. (Your writing must be at least 2 pages typed, double spaced, 12 point font).  
B) In your response, be sure to address the connections between this quote and the novel – why you think that Keyes chose this passage as an introduction to Flowers for Algernon.  Possible questions or issues might (but are not required to) include: how can Charlie’s journey be described in terms of a journey from darkness to light?  How does his operation both illuminate and/or conceal his life and identity?  Should one pity Charlie for traveling out of the brighter life or should one count him happy for turning from darkness towards light?  In your opinion, was the journey worthwhile and valuable for Charlie?  For Doctors Nemurs and Strauss?  For Miss Kinnian? 
4. Medical Ethics Debate - You and a partner will be participating in a debate regarding the medical ethics of Charlie’s surgery in Flowers for Algernon.  You will need to write a minimum of 2 pages (typed, double spaced, 12 point font) about the pros of the surgery (how it was ethical) and your partner will need to write a minimum of 2 pages (typed, double spaced, 12 point font) about the cons of the surgery (how it was unethical) or vice versa.  Remember that you will need to use evidence (quotes from the story) to help prove your case.  Once your paper is written, you and your partner will need to present the debate in front of the class.  The class will then judge you/grade you on your arguments and decide who had the stronger argument and more supporting evidence for their case.
Pro - “The surgery was ethical.  There was nothing wrong with doing the surgery on 
 
           Charlie.”

Con - “The surgery was not ethical.  The Doctors should have never gone through with 
 
           doing the surgery on Charlie.”
5. “Life is truly a ride” extended metaphor - Jerry Seinfeld defines life as follows:

Life is truly a ride.  We’re all strapped in and no one can stop it.  When the doctor slaps your behind, he’s ripping your ticket and away you go.  As you make each passage from youth to adulthood to maturity, sometimes you put your arms up and scream, sometimes you just hang on to that bar in front of you.  But the ride is the thing.  I think the most you can hope for at the end of life is that your hairs messed, you’re out of breath, and you didn’t throw up.  





Jerry Seinfeld, SeinLanguage

Terms to Understand:

Metaphor: a comparison between two distinct and separate things.

Extended Metaphor:  a metaphor that continues beyond a one sentence comparison.
Directions:  You will come up with your own extended metaphor for life.  You will need to…

A) Write a minimum of 2 pages, typed, double spaced, 12 point font, describing your extended metaphor for life as you perceive it.  What two things are being compared?  Be specific in how it ties into all the aspects of life.  
B) Create a piece of artwork showing your extended metaphor for life.  This can be in the form of any of the following…a drawing, painting, collage etc.  The picture cannot be printed out.
6. Create a clothes-hanger mobile 
A) You must have a minimum of 10 significant scenes from the story.  
B) Each of these scenes must be typed, 12 point font. You will write a paragraph and explain the significance of the scene to the whole story, choosing an appropriate quote to describe the scene, using proper citation.  You will also need to explain the significance of the quote you chose to represent that scene.  
C) Each scene you choose must also include a colored, hand drawn picture.  
7. Create a “tryptich” of three panels on a poster board showing Charlie before the operation, right after the operation and after the effects of his intelligence had worn off.  You will need to do the following:

A) Summarize what is happening to Charlie throughout each stage.

B) You will need to include at least 5 quotes with proper citation that supports what is happening to each Charlie and explain how these quotes support each stage.
C) Each panel will also need to include 3 hand drawn, colored pictures to go with each of the 3 panels.

8. Progress Reports: “Flowers for Algernon” ends quite abruptly. Through journal entries/progress reports, you will need to continue Charlie’s journey. Remember to use the same style and format as the author and give dates for each of your progress reports. 
A) You must have 6 -8  more entries and each entry must be at least half a page in length. (typed, double spaced, 12 point font). 

B) You will also need to include 3 drawings that go with at least 3 of your entries.  These must be hand drawn and colored

9. Newspaper Articles or Magazine: Design a newspaper or magazine that is devoted entirely to “Flowers for Algernon.” It needs to have the following elements:  
A) Title, date, issue #.

B)  At least 6 articles (1/2 page each, typed, double spaced, 12 point font). Each article should have an appropriate headline. The articles should explain the major events from the book using details and quotes from the book. If you want to get creative you could do an interview or find other ways to talk about what happened in the novel.

C) Your newspaper/magazine will need to have at least 5 graphics to go along with each article. 

10. Charlie’s Body Biography 
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A) You will draw a full-size outline of “Charlie” on butcher paper or poster board and cut it out. 
B) Then you will need to gather 10-12 quotes that show Charlie before the surgery and 10-12 quotes that show/describe Charlie after the surgery.  You will divide the body in half and write these quotes (cited properly) in Charlie’s body and use metaphorical symbols and pictures to represent the 2 sides of Charlie.  There is a lot of room for creativity here.  Use symbols that stand for Charlie during his two stages…not necessarily literal pictures from the story. It must be colorful and creative. 
11. Create an original musical composition or score that could be used for 3 different scenes in the book.  
A) The music must be burned to CD or submitted on a thumb drive.  You must include the sheet music to go with each song. 

B) Your musical score must be accompanied with ½ page (typed, 12 point font) explanation that goes with each of your 3 compositions, explaining how it ties into each scene and why you chose to write it and play it as you did as it ties into the book.  
12. Write a Eulogy about Charlie and who he was as a person.  
A) Be sure to use quotes and specific details from the novel cited properly.  It will need to be a minimum of 2 typed pages, double spaced and 12 point font.  
B) You will also need to draw/paint a portrait of the two different Charlies in the novel.  You might create a face that is split down the middle to show the two sides to Charlie. 
13. Faye’s Mix-Tape for Charlie - Create a mix-tape for Charlie from Faye with songs that would reflect Fay’s personality.


Include:

A) 3 songs burned on a CD . Your CD should have an appropriate title for Charlie and a hand drawn colorful picture that would represent Fay’s personality in some way.

B) Print out each set of lyrics that go with each song and turn them in with the CD 
C) Analysis You will need to type a minimum of 2 full, double-spaced pages, 12 point font, of how each song reflects Faye’s personality and philosophy (use textual evidence) and how it encourages open-mindedness. You may include why Fay would be giving each song to Charlie and what she hopes it will do for him in the analysis as well.
14. Create a 10 page Comic book that depicts:

A) One of Charlie’s childhood memories or experiences

B) Charlie’s letting Algernon free at the conference

C) Charlie’s visit to the Warren State Home
D) The rest of the pages, you are free to choose anything else from the story.
E) You must have a colorful cover for your comic book and all the comic book pages must have hand drawn colorful, pictures.  
F) You must incorporate at least six direct quotes (properly cited) from the novel.

G) The last page of your comic, the conclusion (this would be your 11th page), you must include a rationale that explains the emotional impact of one of the scenes.  In other words, out of the 10 scenes you chose to show, you will need to explain the one that was the most important in your eyes and explain your reasoning for choosing it as the most important scene. This explanation should be ½ page typed, double spaced and 12 point font.
Remember that all of these projects are worth a total of 100 points.  Be sure to put your best effort into these to get full credit.
Due Date: _____________________
