Maus by Art Spiegelman 

Graphic Novel Unit
Characters and Characterization
Antagonist – 

Protagonist - 

Major characters –

Minor characters - 

MAUS I My Father Bleeds History
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PROLOGUE 
1. What are your first impressions of Vladek Spiegelman? 

2. What kind of relationship does Artie have with his father?

3. What does Vladek’s remark about friends on page 6 suggest about how he feels about “friends”? What might this say about his personality? 

4. How might the reference to “friends” foreshadow events later in the book? 

CHAPTER ONE: The Sheik
1. What has happened to Artie's mother?
2. How does Vladek get along with Mala, his second wife? What kind of things do they argue about?
3. How long has it been since Artie last visited his father? What do you think is responsible for their separation?
4. How does Vladek respond when Artie first asks him about his life in Poland? Why might he be reluctant to talk about those years?
5. On page 25 we see a close-up of Vladek as he pedals his exercise bicycle. What do you think the meaning of the numbers are tattooed on his wrist?
6. How was Vladek introduced to Anja Zylberberg? Why do you think he chose her over Lucia?
Guided Reading Journal 
From the prologue it is difficult to form a sympathetic view of a father who shows a lack of compassion for his son. My latest thought on this is…………
CHAPTER TWO: The Honeymoon
1. What is Vladek doing when Artie comes to visit him? How does his health seem? What happened to his eye? 

3. How does Vladek become wealthy? 

3. What does Vladek see while traveling through Czechoslovakia? 

CHAPTER THREE: Prisoner of War
1. When Artie refused to finish his food as a child, what did Vladek do? How does he characterise Anja's leniency with their son? 

2. Why was Vladek's father so reluctant to let him serve in the Polish army? What means did he use to keep him out? 

3. How does Vladek feel after shooting the German soldier? 

4. How did the Germans treat Vladek and other Jewish prisoners after transporting them to the Reich? How was this different from their treatment of Polish P.O.W.'s? 

5. What is the significance of Vladek's dream about his grandfather? What recurring meaning does Parshas Truma have in his life? 

7. How does Vladek arrange to be reunited with his wife and son? 

8. What visual device does Spiegelman use to show him disguising himself as a Polish Gentile? 

Guided Reading Journal 
Vladek’s father pulled out fourteen of his own teeth to escape the Russian Army. Later, he starves his own son to keep him from having to serve in the military. Finally, he uses sleep deprivation and starvation to keep his younger son at home. It delays his entrance into the army for one year. His father’s tactics are so painful, however, that Vladek refuses to employ them the next time the military calls him. 
Respond to one of the following prompts: 
A. Write about the most extreme thing you have ever done to avoid something you dread. 
B. Write about how far you would go to protect someone you love from suffering.
CHAPTER FOUR: The Noose Tightens
1. Describe the family dinner scene on pages 76-78. What do they tell you about the Zylberbergs? 

2. Although Jews were allowed only limited rations under the Nazi occupation, Vladek manages to avoid 

these restrictions for a while. What methods does he use to support himself and his family? 

3. What happened to little Richieu? 

4. What happened to Vladek's father? What does the scene on pages 92-93 suggest about the ways in which some Jews died and others survived?
CHAPTER FIVE: Mouse Holes
1. Why does Artie claim that he became an artist? 

2. How does the comic strip Prisoner on the Hell Planet depict Artie and his family? Why do you think he has chosen to draw himself dressed in a prison uniform? What is the effect of seeing these mice suddenly represented as human beings? 

3. Why did Anja finally consent to send Richieu away? Was his death ‘better’ than the fate of the children depicted on page 110? 

4. Describe the strategies that Vladek used to conceal Anja and himself during the liquidation of the ghetto. How did the Germans flush them from hiding? 

5. What eventually happens to the ‘mouse’ who informed on the Spiegelmans? What becomes of Haskel, who refused to save Vladek's in-laws even though he accepted their jewels? 

CHAPTER SIX: Mouse Trap
1. What does Vladek mean when he says that reading Artie's comic makes him ‘interested’ in his own story (p. 

135)? 

2. On page 138 Vladek says that he was able to pass for a member of the Gestapo but that Anja's appearance was more Jewish. What visual device does Spiegelman use to show the difference between them?
	LEARNING ACTIVITY:

Close reading of Vladek’s admission to Art that he has burned Anja’s notebooks (p. 160). 

	1. Why has Art raised the issue of the missing diaries again at this point in the story? 

3. Why does Vladek finally tell Art the truth of what he did with the diaries at this point? 

4. How do you react to Art in this scene? Has he really ‘listened’ to Vladek’s reasons? 

5. What is the significance of Anja’s words: ‘I wish my son, when he grows up, he will be interested by this’? 

7. How does the scene convey Vladek’s loneliness? 

8. Is Vladek really a ‘Murderer’? Can Art justify the use of this word? 


Guided Reading Journal 
Think about Art’s last words to his father as he leaves him on pg 161.  Write about a time when you got so angry that you said something so hurtful to someone that you wish you could take back.  
Maus Character Chart
	Character (major or minor)
	Notes – Relationships/Events etc.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


MAUS II And Here My Troubles Begin
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CHAPTER ONE: Mauschwitz 
1. Maus II is dedicated to Richieu and Nadja. Identify these two children. 

2. What is the significance of the number 175113? 

3. Who is Francoise? Why is Art Spiegelman unsure of how to draw her? 

4. Vladek calls and says that he has had a heart attack. What really happened? 

5. How does Artie feel about Richieu? 

6. Vladek makes a huge fuss about matches and salt, even though they are very inexpensive. Why is this so important to Vladek? Why might this be a problem for him in his life? 

7. Vladek continues to tell his story to Artie. We see our first glimpses of the living nightmare that was Auschwitz. Vladek says: ‘They took from us our papers, our clothes and our hair...’ What does he specifically mean by this statement? Why did the Germans process new arrivals to Auschwitz in this manner? 

8. Consider how clothes were given to the prisoners. Why did the Germans use this method? 

9. A fellow prisoner, who is a Polish priest, tells Vladek about his number. List three reasons why Vladek's 

number is favorable. How do these details help Vladek to better cope with the conditions of Auschwitz? 

10. Why is Mandelbaum's situation funny? Why is it sad? 

11. How is Vladek able to help the Kapo? How does this benefit Vladek? Mandelbaum? 

CHAPTER TWO: Auschwitz (Time Flies)
1. When was Nadja Mouly Spiegelman born? Did Vladek or Anja ever get to see her during their lifetimes? 

2. Why do you think Artie has ‘shrunk-down’ to child size? What point is Spiegelman trying to make? 

3. Artie's therapist, Pavel, says: ‘You think it's admirable to survive. Does that mean it's not admirable to not 

survive?’ What does he mean by this? Do you agree with him? 

4. Artie quotes a line by Samuel Beckett: ‘Every word is like an unnecessary stain on silence and nothingness.’ 

What does he mean by this? Do you agree with him? 

5. After the session with Pavel, Artie ‘grows-back’ into his normal size. How can you explain this? 

6. Artie listens to his conversation with Vladek, hears himself yell at Vladek, and becomes small again. Why does Spiegelman keep drawing attention to this? Is this technique effective?  Why or why not?

7. Why does the tin shop foreman, Yidl, dislike Vladek? What does Vladek do to change Yidl's opinion? 

8. Who helps Vladek establish and maintain contact with Anja? Why does she help Vladek and Anja? 

9. How does Vladek become a shoemaker? Why is this a good job for him to have? 

10. How is Vladek able to help Anja survive Auschwitz? Would she have survived without his assistance? 

CHAPTER THREE: “... And Here My Troubles Began ...”
1. Why is Vladek so concerned about not wasting food? Do you agree with him? 

2. Artie wonders why the Jews in Auschwitz did not try harder to resist the Nazis. What risks were connected to resisting the Nazis? What were the advantages of cooperating with the Nazis? What was an obvious disadvantage of always cooperating with the Nazis? 

3. Why does Vladek's plan to escape from Auschwitz fail? 

4. Vladek marches nearly 200 miles from Auschwitz to Gross-Rosen. What happens to the people who cannot keep up? 

5. Next, Vladek is packed into a train cattle car with about 200 other prisoners. How does he survive that ordeal? Does it surprise you that Vladek shows little concern for all those who died in his train car? 

6. What is the number one killer in Dachau? 

7. What does Vladek organise so that he and his French friend were always able to get soup? 

8. How is Vladek able to get on the train, which carries him away from Dachau? 

9. Francoise picks up a friendly hitch-hiker; but Vladek is outraged. Why does Vladek object so strongly to the hitch-hiker? What does Vladek think the hitch-hiker will do? Does this incident surprise you, considering how well Vladek usually gets along with strangers?

CHAPTER FOUR: Saved
1. On page 265 we learn that the war is over; yet Vladek does not immediately gain his freedom. 

Why not? The German soldiers had planned to kill Vladek and his comrades at the lake. Why didn't they? 

2. Why do the American soldiers like Vladek? 

3. What treasure does Vladek find for Artie? 

4. Given the choice, would you prefer to have the treasure Artie gets, or those other valuables that ‘the Nazi's 

grabbed away’?  Explain.
5. Chapter 4 ends with Vladek worrying about storm windows. Why does this matter so much to him? 

CHAPTER FIVE: The Second Honeymoon 
1. Chapter 5 begins with Artie listening to a tape recording of Vladek describing Richieu's death. Why is that portion of Vladek's tape so important to the story as a whole? How might things have been different if Tosha and the children had survived the war? 

2. Why does Mala call Artie?
3. How did Mala and Vladek get back together?Do you consider their reunion a good thing? Why or why not? 

4. Anja has her fortune told by a Gypsy moth. Why does that experience give her hope? 

5. On page 296, when Vladek is finally reunited with Anja, he says with great sincerity: ‘More I don't need to tell you. We were both very happy, and lived happy, happy ever after’. Considering what you have read in Maus and Maus II, why is this such a sad and ironic statement? 

6. Vladek's last line in the book is ‘I'm tired from talking, Richieu, and it's enough stories for now...’ Why is this such a revealing line? What does it tell us about Vladek? What does it tell us about Artie? Why do you think Art Spiegelman chose to end his Maus books in this manner? 

Character relationships 
What can we learn about a character from their relationships with other characters? 
Authors often explore how key characters relate to each other, and how these relationships change. They may respond to each other with affection, love jealousy or hatred, or with an ambivalent mixture of emotions. Just as you need to track how a character changes, so you will need to follow the ways they relate to others.
Vladek Spiegelman

	abrasive
	Complex
	frugal
	loving
	skilled

	adept
	concerned
	grasping
	manic
	stingy

	adoring
	content
	hard-working
	miserly
	stoic

	affectionate
	courageous
	hoarder
	motivated
	strong

	alienated
	damaged
	inconsiderate
	neurotic
	stubborn

	angry
	dependent
	ingenious
	pragmatic
	survivor

	argumentative
	devoted
	insistent
	resourceful
	suspicious

	callous
	difficult
	intelligent
	ruthless
	tired

	cantankerous
	displaced
	isolated
	sad
	tormented

	clever
	educated
	kind
	selfish
	traumatized

	complaining
	empty
	lost
	sentimental
	ungrateful


	Trait
	Quotation
	Paraphrase

	
	‘I’m not going to die, and I won’t die here’ (p. 56)

	

	
	‘To die, it’s easy...But you have to struggle for life! Until the last moment we must struggle together!’ (p. 124)


	

	
	‘And we came here to the concentration camp Auschwitz. And we knew that from here we will not come out anymore...’ 


	

	
	‘If he liked me, maybe someday he won’t shoot me’ (p. 214)


	

	
	‘It’s not even to compare. The Shvartsers and the Jews!’ (p. 259)


	

	
	‘I’m tired from talking, Richieu, and it’s enough stories for now...’ (p. 296)


	


1. Vladek could be described as suspicious. When is this suspicion justified? Explain

2. Does the reader forgive Vladek? Is he a sympathetic character? 

3. How close to each other are the two versions of Vladek in the past and present? Which one is more reflective of his true self?
4. List Vladek’s flaws and his positive attributes. 
	Vladek’s Flaws
	Vladek’s Attributes

	
	


Art Spiegelman
	ambivalent
	candid
	exasperated
	loving
	resentful

	angry
	conciliatory
	fragile
	neurotic
	sensitive

	anxious
	confused
	guilty
	patient
	stubborn

	apologetic
	crippled
	honest
	pigheaded
	thoughtful

	blunt
	depressed
	imperfect
	reassuring
	traumatized

	calming
	embarrassed
	irritated
	reflective
	upset


	Trait
	Quotation
	Paraphrase

	
	‘completely neurotic about fixing stuff’

(p. 99)


	

	
	‘...Murderer.’ (p. 161))


	

	
	‘...I somehow wish I had been in Auschwitz with my parents so I could really know what they lived through! ... I guess it’s some kind of guilt about having had an easier life than they did’ (p. 176) 


	

	
	‘Maybe EVERYONE has to feel guilty. EVERYONE! FOREVER!’ (p. 202) 


	

	
	‘no matter what I accomplish, it doesn’t seem like much compared to surviving Auschwitz’ (p. 204) 


	


1. What attributes has Art inherited from his father? 

2. What appears to be Spiegelman’s motivation for producing the book? 

Anja Spiegelman (nee Zyleberg)
	assertive
	disconnected
	frail
	perceptive
	resilient

	damaged
	distant
	intelligent
	placid
	sensitive

	depressive
	emotional
	nervous
	privileged
	spoiled

	devastated
	fractured
	overwhelmed
	quiet
	vulnerable


	Trait
	Quotation
	Paraphrase

	
	‘sensitive and intelligent’ (p. 20) 


	

	
	‘if you talked a little to her, you started loving her more and more’ (p. 20)


	

	
	‘I have a good family ... a fine son ... I should be happy ... But I don’t care. I just don’t want to live.’ (p. 33)
	

	
	‘My whole family is gone! Grandma and Grandpa! Momma! Tosha! Bibi! My Richieu!!’ (p. 124) 


	

	
	‘Just seeing you again gives me strength.’ ‘I think about you...always’ (p. 216-7) 
	


1. What does the comic strip Prisoner in Hell (p. 102-5) tell us about the relationship between Art and his mother? 

Richieu Spiegelman
	absent 
	emblematic 
	important 
	present 
	silent 

	attractive 
	ghost 
	lost 
	remembered 
	symbolic 

	competition 
	grieved 
	loved 
	scorned 
	young 

	disdained 
	haunting 
	pleasing 
	shadow 
	silent 



	Trait
	Quotation
	Paraphrase

	
	‘happy, beautiful boy’ (p. 111) 


	

	
	‘a tragedy among tragedies’ (p. 111) 


	

	
	‘I didn’t think about him much when I was growing up...He was mainly a large, blurry photograph hanging in my parents bedroom.’ (p. 175) 


	

	
	‘ghost brother’ (p. 175) 


	

	
	‘an ideal kid’ (p. 175) 


	


1. Why is Richieu included in the story if he is not central to it? Explain

2. Art says to Francoise, ‘I wonder if Richieu and I would get along if he was still alive’ (p. 175). Do you think they would get along?  Why or why not? Explain.

3. Why does the adult Art long for a relationship with his brother? Explain.

Mala Spiegelman
	aggrieved 
	counterpoint 
	hurt 
	pitying 
	sympathetic 

	autonomous 
	critical 
	loyal 
	present 
	trapped 

	burden 
	despairing 
	miserable 
	proactive 
	understanding 

	complaining 
	despondent 
	obsessive 
	reasonable 
	unhappy 

	conciliatory 
	frustrated 
	patient 
	survivor 


	Trait
	Quotation
	Paraphrase

	
	‘drives [her] crazy!’ (p. 95) 


	

	
	‘he’s more attached to things than people’ (p. 95) 
	

	
	‘All our friends went through the camps. Nobody is like him!’ (p. 111) 


	

	
	‘just a maid or his nurse’ (p. 132) 


	

	
	‘I feel like I’m in prison! I feel like I’m going to burst!’ (p. 132) 


	

	
	‘felt sorry for him’ (p. 282)


	


1. Mala experienced much of the same suffering as Vladek in the concentration camps in WWII, but she does not end up hoarding money and belongings like her husband.  

a) Why do you think this is? Explain.

b) What does this suggest about the relationship between the Holocaust and its victim’s tendency to want to hoard things?

Francoise
	accommodating
	devoted
	independent
	patient
	sensitive

	angry
	forgiving
	kind
	reasonable
	supportive

	assertive
	frustrated
	loving
	resilient

	compassionate
	helpful
	open
	respectful


	Trait
	Quotation
	Paraphrase

	
	‘thanks to Francoise Mouly for her intelligence and integrity, for her editorial skills, and for her love’

(p. 4)

	

	
	‘Nobody’s normal’ (p. 174) and

‘Just keep it honest, Honey’

(p. 176)


	

	
	‘How can you, of all people, be such a racist! You talk about blacks the way the Nazis talked about the Jews!’ (p. 259)


	


1. Reread the hitchhiker scene (p. 258-60). What does the reader learn about Francoise in this scene? 

2. Why and how does Francoise judge others? 

End of Unit Reflection

In a sort 5-7 paragraph discuss whether the following statement is true or false as it applies to the following characters (Vladek, Art, Anja, Mala).
“None of the characters in the book survives their traumatic experiences.”

