







Name: _____________________

“Lamb to the Slaughter” Trial Assignment (50 points)
Extra! Extra!  An officer of Peabody’s Police Department was found murdered in his Lowell Street home last night.  Detective Sergeant Jack Noonan reports that Officer Patrick Maloney was discovered in his living room by his wife Mary last evening.  The cause of death has been determined to be blunt force trauma to the back of the head.  However, in a twist worthy of a Hollywood screenplay, certain pieces of forensic evidence have given sufficient cause for police to arrest the victim’s pregnant wife for the crime.  The apparent murder weapon: a frozen leg of lamb!  Pending further investigation, the trial is scheduled to begin on…….. 

Due date:__________________________
Directions:  It seems that Mary Maloney’s giggling has given her away!  The police overheard her, and after more thorough questioning, Mary confessed to the murder.  You will take either the role of Mary’s defense attorney or her prosecutor and prepare a closing argument for the jury (your classmates).  Pay close attention to details to help prove to what degree Mary Maloney is guilty.  Did Mary Maloney know right from wrong?  Did she know what she was doing when she killed Patrick?  Was her intent to kill Patrick?  If the answer is yes, then you will prosecute Mary to the fullest extent for 2nd degree murder (deliberate judgment – she weighed the pros and cons of her choice to kill and knew the consequences of her act.)  If you believe Mary went temporarily insane and was reckless in the situation and should get voluntary manslaughter (she was so provoked by what the victim did, that she killed out of intense emotion rather than deliberate judgement) you will represent her as her defense attorney.  You will work with a partner to build a case for Mary Maloney by using quotes from the story to persuade the jury (your classmates) of her guilt.  Be conscience of the word choices you make to build her case. 
Layout of closing argument as Mary Maloney’s lawyer (defense or prosecution): This should be 3 paragraphs and roughly a page in length.
1.  Introduction to the plea:  2nd degree murder or voluntary manslaughter?

2. Body paragraph: Use 3 quotes to help explain how the evidence from the story relates to Mrs. Maloney’s plea.

3. Conclusion: Summarize your points and convince the judge (me) and jury (classmates) that your client should/should not go to prison for her crime and if so for how long. 
Example:

INTRODUCTION:  

Ladies and Gentlemen of the jury…To begin with, this case…

a) should never have come to trial

b) demands that we prove the truth.    

a) I have nothing but pity in my heart for Mary Maloney.

b) Mary Maloney likes to think she has you all fooled. 
a) She is the victim of cruelty and ignorance. 
b) She knew exactly what she was doing.

BODY PARAGRAPH: EVIDENCE AND SUPPORT FOR YOUR PLEA:

Quote #1:  Now what did she do? She …

Quote # 2:  

Quote # 3:

CONCLUSION:

Now, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, in this country our courts are designed to find the truth.  That truth is staring you in the face.  Mary Maloney...
I am confident that you all will review the evidence that you have heard today, come to a decision, and give this woman the fate that she deserves, that is to find her….
