
PRE-WRITING 

ACTIVITY 

 What are your experiences with comic books or reading comics? 

 

 

 What are some of the prejudices/preconceptions of comic book readers? 

 

 

 Why do you think all these comic book heroes and heroines are being made into movies lately? 

 

 

WHY COMICS?  What do texts and comics have in common? 

 

 Do you agree?  Why/Why not? (write 3 -4 sentences) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 What does it mean to be a “critical reader”? 

 

 In what way, according to the opinion of your teacher (and a lot of researchers) does reading 

comic books require additional literacy skills? 

 

 

HOW DO YOU 

READ A COMIC 

BOOK:   

 

STEP 1 – QUICK 

LOOK AT THE 

ART 

Examine the ____________________ first on a _________________ level.  Most of the 

_________ will actually be told through _________________________. 

Notice: 

1.  __________________________________________________________________ 

2.  __________________________________________________________________   

3. __________________________________________________________________   

4. __________________________________________________________________ 

Name:   ______________________________________   Period: ________ 



HOW DO YOU 

READ A COMIC 

BOOK:   

 

STEP 2 – READ 

THE TEXT 

Read it like anything else:  ___________________ to ___________________, 

_______________________ to ____________________________ 

 

 Why are words in comic books usually more specifically chosen? 

 

 

 

 As a result, words are usually more…? 

 

 

 

HOW DO YOU 

READ A COMIC 

BOOK:   

 

PATH OF THE 

TEXT 

1. Start ________________________  

 

2. Move ___________ to __________ 

reading all ____________________ 

____________________________ 

 What should you read first?   

 

 

 

 What does it indicate if the word 

balloons are layered? 

 

 

3. When you hit the end of a  row of 

panels, you…? 

NOW YOU 

PRACTICE 

On the next page, I want you to number and trace the path of the text.  For the Fables page, you 

should have 18 pieces of text, for the other (I don’t know what comic it’s from) you should have 19 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOW TO READ A 

COMIC BOOK:   

 

STEP THREE – 

ART ANALYSIS 

NOTICE…COLOR 

& SHADING 

 Color – Color Choice ___________________________________ 

Color “Family” Emotional Connotation 

Cool Colors 
Examples  

 

Warm Colors 
Examples 

 

Earth Tones 
Examples  

 

Black & White 
 

Grey Tones 
 

 Shading – How is ________________________ used to  create feeling or mood? 

o More Shadow = _______________________________________ 

o More Light = _________________________________________ 

HOW TO READ A 

COMIC BOOK:   

 

STEP THREE – 

ART ANALYSIS 

NOTICE…LINES 

 Why are lines used to indicate movement? 

 

 How are lines used to indicate movement? 

 

 

 

 How are liens used for emphasis? 

 

HOW TO READ A 

COMIC BOOK:   

 

STEP THREE – 

ART ANALYSIS 

NOTICE…LINES 

 Often the line used to ______________________________________ informs our 

__________ of the ____________ too. 

o What does this mean (explain it in your own words) 

 

Thin Sketchy Straight 

Thick Continuous Curved 

 



HOW TO READ A 

COMIC BOOK:   

 

STEP THREE – 

ART ANALYSIS 

NOTICE… 

CHARACTER 

DETAIL 

 When analyzing facial expressions in graphic form, what features should we look at? 

 

Facial Expressions:  Label the facial expressions below (don’t use the same one twice) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 Character/Panel Detail – Explain how these details might affect how we visually ‘read’ a 

character/panel 

o Hair Style/Clothing –  

 

 

o Body Language –  

 

 

o “Camera” Angle/Zoom – 

 

 

 What does Mr. Maher mean by “Camera”? 

 

o Shape of Panel-  

 

 



ART ATTACK!!  
Comment on the artist’s use of: 

 Color?  

 

 

 Line? 

 

 

 Facial expression? 

 

 

 Shading? 

 

 

 

 Character Detail?  

 

 

 

Comment on the artist’s use of: 

 Color?  

 

 

 Line? 

 

 

 Facial expression? 

 

 

 Shading? 

 

 

 

 Character Detail?  

 

 

 


