End of Unit “Flowers for Algernon” Classwork Questions and responses
Please write your answers on your classwork discussion questions page.  Draw a line where you left off and put the date. There are 3 parts to this assignment (Part A, Part B and Part C) and you must complete them ALL for full credit!
PART A) Respond to the following quotes by completing the following. A) paraphrase what is being said B) state whether you agree or disagree with the quote and C) answering the two questions under the quotes.


- “It’s perfectly acceptable to use surgery to improve physical appearances, but to do so   


                artificially to change one’s intelligence would be immoral (wrong)”  


- William James, American Philosopher 
and Psychologist


1) How would Dr. Nemur & Strauss defend or challenge this quotation? Explain your reasoning.


2) How would Charlie Gordon defend or challenge this quotation? Explain your reasoning.
-  Charlie states “I am afraid, not of life, or death, or nothingness, but of wasting it as if I had    never been.”


3) How might someone waste their life?  How will you live your own life so it won’t be 


    
    wasted? 
4) What legacy do you want to leave behind by the end of your life?  In other words, what do     you want to leave behind so that people remember you after you’re gone?
PART B) Select 1 Progress Report entry from the novel and rewrite it from a different character’s point of view. Make it clear whose point of view you are using (see sample). Make sure to label which progress report you are rewriting.
EXAMPLE: (You may NOT choose this same passage.)

Progress Report 2 – March 6 
(from the perspective of Burt)
This afternoon I administered an inkblot test to a patient named Charlie Gordon. He was a friendly man but obviously did not understand the purpose of the test. I almost laughed when he pulled out his rabbit’s foot. Poor guy. He has such a simple mind. 
Charlie saw the inkblots but could not interpret what they represented. I believe that he can only take things literally. At first I thought maybe he was having trouble seeing the card since he asked to go get his glasses. When he returned however, he still did not comprehend what I was asking of him. I tried to explain the Rorschach test in terms he could understand, but it was without success. I took note of the patient’s comments and inabilities before leaving the testing session. In my opinion, Charlie would be an excellent candidate for the surgery because he has such a huge motivation in wanting to be smart like other people. I hope he is successful. This operation could change the way humans interact with each other and it would give people like Charlie a chance to feel like they belong in this world. 

Notice how the events are the same as the original text, but this response is from someone else’s point-of-view. I inferred what the scientist would have been thinking and feeling based on Charlie’s original journal entry. 

PART C) Charlie experienced a variety of human experiences and characteristics throughout the story. Consider the four characteristics: intelligence, friendship, romantic love, employment. Rank them in order of importance to you as a teenager. Defend your opinion and convince others that your prioritization is the best. I am looking for strong arguments. You may either write this in the form of a paragraph, or list each characteristic and then write a few sentences about each one defending your opinion and convincing others why you ranked them in the order you did.  
