Name: ______________

NOTES: Figurative Language Devices
Simile: A direct comparison between two unlike things using like or as

EX. "Life is like an onion: You peel it off one layer at a time, and sometimes you weep."  (Carl Sandburg)
EX. 

EX. 
Metaphor: A direct comparison between two unlike things not using like or as 

EX.  The girl cried, her tears waterfalls, as they streamed down her face.
EX.  
EX. 
Personification: Gives human qualities to nonhuman things (i.e. objects, animals).

EX.  The wind howled and the trees fingers made scratching sounds across my bedroom window.  
EX. 
EX. 
Idiom: A common word or phrase which means something different from its li

literal meaning.
EX.
Alliteration: the repetition of the same consonant sounds at the beginning of several nearby words.

EX. The dancing daffodils dusted of their leaves and closed their dreary eyes for the night. 
EX. 
EX.

Onomatopoeia: refers to a word that phonetically mimics or resembles the sound of the thing it describes. For example, these can be the words we use to describe noises (i.e. buzzing, humming, crackling, spitting, sizzling etc.)

EX.  The fire crackled and hissed in the fireplace.
EX.

EX.

Imagery/Symbolism: It is the practice or art of using an object or a word to represent an abstract idea. An action, person, place, word, or object can all have a symbolic meaning. When an author wants to suggest a certain mood or emotion, he/she can also use symbolism to hint at it, rather than just blatantly saying it.
EX. His smile showed red lips and pointed teeth.
EX.

EX.

Foreshadowing: It is an advance sign or warning of what is to come in the future. Foreshadowing is used as a literary device to tease readers about plot turns that will occur later in the story. 
EX. It is a pitch black night and a scream is heard somewhere off in the distance.
EX.

EX.

Hyperbole: Exaggerated statements or claims not meant to be taken literally.
EX. It was so cold I thought my nose would fall off
EX.

EX.

Irony: It is the opposite of what is expected. There are 3 types of irony (verbal, situational and dramatic).
Verbal  = Someone says one thing but means the opposite.

EX. The boy’s locker room smells so good or we love our teacher because she gives so much homework.

EX.

Situational = When what actually happens is the opposite of what is expected.
EX. Bill Gates uses an Apple computer
EX.
Dramatic = When you know something that a character or person does not.

EX. Tim’s parents are proud of him for getting an A on his test but we know he cheated on it.
EX.
