Constitution PBL

Begin unit on: ___________________ End unit on: ________________

Project Proposal due on:________________________

Notes due on:___________________________Letter Rough draft due on: __________________

Individual Final Draft Letter:_________________________________

Group Final Stand Alone Project due on: _______________________

Presentation Date:_______________________________

Exhibition Day: __________________________

Objective: This PBL will challenge you to work on an actual problem, issue, or policy by taking civic action.  You will create a project on an issue you care about and see the connection of your civic action put to public policy. You will utilize and integrate your knowledge of the Constitution, past and present leaders and activists, and every-day citizens who have taken public action to help you take your own action on an issue of importance. You will exercise important 21st century skills in digital literacy, critical thinking, collaboration, self-direction, and learn to be an engaged and effective citizen in democracy. 

It is your goal to find your voice and work to be a change agent in the community!
Driving Question: How can we utilize the United States Constitution to solve a present day problem that we recognize within our democratic society? 
 Some ideas may include:

· Immigration/DACA

· Health care

· Domestic violence

· Clean water

· Clean air

· Election apathy

· Electoral college

· Alcoholism

· Term limits

· Obesity

· Overpopulation

· Veterans/PTSD

· Women’s rights

· Common Core/Public Education

· Voting Age

· Driving Age

· Gun control

· Environmental issues

· Global Warming

· International Relations

· Refugees

· Animal Rights

· LGBT Rights

*You will complete both individual as well as group components for this project. 
Project Components:
· Research on your issue of choice (notes)

· Letter to a public figure (individual)

· Stand alone visual presentation for exhibition day (group)

· Oral Presentation within Core class (group)

Project Schedule 
WEEK 1: Intro and Topic Selection
· Credible Website info and activity

· Introduce project

1. Driving question

2. Requirements and components of project

3.Group Assignments

4. Begin brainstorming on topics and project ideas

WEEK 2: Research
· Submit project proposal to teacher 

· Begin researching and taking notes on your research. This research will be used to help you write your letter as well as get you to start thinking about your project idea.

· You will meet with the teacher and will be discussing the PBL check off list

WEEK 3: Writing Component and Project work
· Letters will be written individually and receive an individual grade

· Projects will be done as a group and receive a group grade

· Letters should be addressed to different audiences and public officials that could be stakeholders (e.g. congressmen, cabinet members, newspaper, non-profits, governor, special organizations) and/or written from different perspectives (student, teacher, parent, political activist, historian, scientist) 

· Projects should “stand alone,” meaning that your audience should be able to understand the issue you have chosen to address without you being present to explain it

· Some project choices may be combined and include, but are not limited to:

- Prezi presentation with photos and facts, graphs, maps etc.

- Art (sculpture, drawings, collage, paintings, notecards, flower arrangement, collage, quilt, etc.) 

- Poetry- Musical composition or rap/music video (must include sheet music/lyrics etc.) 

- Brochure/pamphlet. (This pamphlet/brochure will need to be passed out to educate others at Exhibition Day so multiple copies will need to be made)

- Create an online scrapbook video (Voicethread)

- Tri-fold board presentation (includes pictures and information etc.)

- Create a museum display as a museum curator (diorama etc.)

-Advertising campaign strategy (motto/slogan etc.)

- Create a live news broadcast video (interviewer, family, government)

-Website to promote change - see teacher for requirements

- Any other project ideas (must be discussed/approved by teacher)

 WEEK 4/WEEK 5: Revisions/Finishing touches
· Finish all project work and make any necessary letter revisions. You and your group members should be ready to present your projects. 

· Final finishing touches need to be made. Exhibition Day will be in the Gym and all projects should be able to stand alone.  

GRADING
NOTES (Project Folders) (50 POINTS)

Your folders will be a place where you will take notes on research and where you will reflect, record and comment on the process of your research findings as you develop your project.

You will be graded on your research notes throughout the week. EVERYONE in your group must be gathering research and taking his/her own notes. You will need to have 4-10 pages of research by the end of the project. You may type your notes if you wish to. Each day you conduct research on your topic, you will need to do the following:

1) Write the date.

2) Have a title or heading for your notes.

3) Take ½ page to 1 page of notes. This can be in bullet point format.

4) Make sure to cite your sources. You can use easybib or bibme to help with this.

PERSUASIVE LETTERS: (100 POINTS)

You will each be required to write a letter to a public figure explaining both the problem you have identified as well as the action that should be taken to correct the problem.  

· Introductory paragraph that addresses the purpose of the letter

· This should introduce your CLAIM (the problem and your proposed solution)

· Body Paragraphs 

· Your purpose is to PERSUADE the person you are writing to enact your solution. 

· This should include your EVIDENCE to explain the problem as well as the REASONING that you have for your solution.

· You should also include a counterargument to address what the opposition may say about your argument, and why they are wrong.

· Concluding paragraph to wrap up your main points and provide a call to action (this is where you also THANK your audience for their time)

(Stand Alone) GROUP PROJECT (100 points)  

· Collaboration Rubric will be Used

·  Your completed/polished final project should describe/show awareness about a specific topic and area concerning the Constitution.

PRESENTATION: (50 points) 

· Collaboration Rubric will be used

· You will be required to present your project to the whole class. This should include the following components:

·  Presentation must be 3-5 minutes in length.

· You and everyone in your group must equally contribute to the presentation. (i.e. Everyone must help present some aspect of your project).

· Check in with teacher to make sure all necessary tech is available for you to use.

EXHIBITION DAY
· Help set up your display in the gym after school the day before

· Have any materials ready to distribute to attendees 

· At the exhibition, your projects will be judged by a panel of administrators and community members.  Prizes will be awarded to groups including: Best of Show, First Place and Honorable Mention

Group member’s names:

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

______ Specific topic or focus of project (i.e. what are you are focusing on) ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____Audience (who letters will be written to and perspective you will be writing from)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______ Roles each group member will take on throughout the project:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______ What will your final project look like at Exhibition Day?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Below is a list of things to keep thinking about as you continue your research and project development: __________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PBL – “Constitution” Grading Rubric 
Name: ____________________________

Project Folders
______Notes follow provided format (10 points)

______Notes are organized and neat (10 points)

______Notes are focused and remain on specific topic (30 points)

Letter: A completed Letter  including all components (100 points)
_______ Letter shows knowledge of content, and voice is authentic. There is evidence of significant and accurate research. The letter must include your claim, evidence (with at least one citation), reasoning, and counterclaim. (50 points)

_______ The organization of the letter is clear.  It must be in appropriate letter format and include a clear introduction, body, conclusion and call to action. (20 points)

_______ The letter is free of spelling, grammar and punctuation errors. (20 points)

_______ Text is typed using size 12 Times New Roman, and is double spaced. It is clean, neat and professional. (10 points)

Project (100 points)
______ Your project is polished, shows significant research, is creative and answers the driving question around the Constitution.

Presentation – A clear (3-5 minute) presentation of your project. (50 points)
______ Everyone in your group has presented some portion of the project. (25 points)

______ Presentation is clear, well organized and polished. (25 points)

Overall grade – PBL – “Constitution”
______ (300 points)

