Class work Discussion Questions for Flowers for Algernon
Pgs. 1-28     Date:_________
1.  Do you think Charlie’s experiment is ethical?  Why or Why not? (pgs. 4 & 11)

2.  What is Charlie’s drive to become smart?

3.  Do you think that the way you are born should be the way you stay your whole life? (pg. 16) Adam and Eve
4.  Are Charlie’s friends really his friends?  Explain. Give an example of how they treat him and what they say.
Pgs. 28-48   Date: _________

1.  Do you think that sometimes ignorance is bliss?  How would Charlie feel about this?  Explain. (pgs. 43 & 47)

2.  With his new intelligence, Charlie is also gaining new memories.  Is this a good thing for Charlie?  Why or why not?  Explain.  (pgs. 44 – 45)

3.  Dr. Strauss tells Charlie that “your intellectual growth is going to outstrip your emotional growth.”  What does he mean by this?  Do you agree or disagree with Dr. Strauss?  Why? What might this mean for Charlie? (pg. 47)
Pgs. 48-69   Date: ___(Plato’s Allegory of the Cave)______
1. Now that Charlie is becoming smarter how is his personality changing?  

2. What do you think the relationship is between Miss Kinnian and Harriet?

3.  Do you think there is a correlation between trust and intelligence?  In other words do you think that the more intelligent you become the less likely you are to trust? (pg 55).
4.  A)  Why do you think on pg 57 Charlie says “my anger was an exciting feeling…?”  Explain your answer.  B) Why do you think as Charlie reaches a new level of intelligence that anger and suspicion are his first reactions to the world around him? (In other words as he leaves the “cave” why are these his first reactions to being in the “light?”)
5.  Do you think after reading pgs. 62-64 (the lesson in baking rolls) that the “old” Charlie before the operation was smart in his own way?  Why or why not?  Explain.

Pgs. 69-89   Date: _________

1. A) On page 71 Charlie compares learning to something.  What is it?  B) Have you ever felt this way about learning?  Explain.

2. How do you think you would feel if you realized that the things you knew and believed in all your life weren’t true and that nothing was as it appeared to be?  Explain.

3. Do you think gaining too much knowledge (climbing higher and higher and seeing more of the world around you) could be a negative thing?  Why or why not? (relate this to the cave scenario). Is it a positive or negative thing for Charlie at this point in the novel? Explain.
4. What is the significance of Rose (Charlie’s mom) naming her second child Norma? How does the significance of her name relate to the novel?

5. If you were to witness a crime and you stayed silent about it, do you think you would be just as guilty as the one doing the crime?  Explain your reasoning.

6. A) When Charlie witnesses Gimpy stealing from Mr. Donner, what is his reaction?  B) Do you think there is a difference between moral intelligence and being “smart?”  Explain.  C) When Charlie says “It is ironic that all my intelligence doesn’t help me solve a problem like this,” what is he talking about? (pg. 89)

7. Describe Charlie’s relationship with Miss Kinnian.  How is it changing? (pgs. 79-82) Why do you think Miss Kinnian is hesitant to become more intimate with Charlie? Does she have a responsibility to Charlie? Why or why not?
Pgs. 113-145   Date: _________

1. A) On page 122 Charlie and Alice get into a fight.  She tells him “you’re not the same kind of human being.”  What does she mean by this?  In what ways has Charlie changed as he has gained intelligence?  B) What is ironic about the way Alice starts to feel around Charlie?

2. A) How would you describe Dr. Guarino?  B) What do you think his intentions with Charlie are?  C) In your opinion, is this an ethical way to treat another human being?  Explain.

3. On page 144 it talks about where Charlie’s motivation to become smart comes from.  Where does it come from and what does this say about who Charlie is? Is there a connection between being smart and being loved?
4. A) How does Charlie compare the way Dr. Gaurino treated him to the way Professor Nemur makes him feel?  B) What does Charlie think Dr. Nemur does not realize or understand about him?
Pgs. 145-165 Date: _________

1. On page 152 Burt tells Charlie “You know things. You see things, but you haven’t developed understanding, or….tolerance.” What does Burt mean by this? How can a person know things but not understand? 

2. How can the word exceptional mean “gifted” and “deprived” at the same time?  How does this word apply to Charlie in his life?

3. A) Describe how the following quote applies to Charlie’s life and what he is going through (pg 153).  B) Do you agree or disagree with this quote? Explain.


- You will know more about less and less.  Pretty soon you will know 
 
   
 
  everything about nothing.”

4. As the novel progresses, Charlie seems to want to know less about factual knowledge and more about who he is.  Do we ever truly know who we are? In what ways do we start to figure out who we are? 
5. A) Charlie learns something new about Algernon at the convention in Chicago.  What is it? B) Why do you think Algernon’s recent performance was withheld from Charlie? Was it ethical for the scientists to keep this from him? Explain.
6. A) Dr. Nemur says we took “…one of nature’s mistakes….and turned him into a superior human being.” Do you think Nemur is justified in saying this?  Explain. B) Was Dr. Nemur right in saying that before the surgery, Charlie was a “burden on society?” Defend your answer. C) Charlie states that he was a person before the experiment?  What makes a person a person?

Pgs. 165-180   Date: _________

1. A) On page 166 Norma’s interview is in the paper.  Why do you think Charlie’s mother Rose lied to Norma about Charlie dying?  B) Why do you think Charlie’s father Matt is not really part of Norma’s life?  C) What does Charlie yearn to have from his mother?

2. A) On pg 171, Charlie wishes he could go back in time and give his past self advice.  What advice does he want to give the “old” Charlie?  B)  If you could go back in time and give your past self advice, what would you say?  C)  What does Charlie wish he could make his mother see?

3. A) On page 173, Charlie meets Fay, his next door neighbor.  How would you describe Fay? (What kind of person is she?)  B) How is Fay different than Alice?  C) Do you think Fay is good or bad for Charlie?  Explain.  D) How does Fay demand complete unselfishness from Charlie?

4. A) Fay states on page 180 that “Life is just a box of mazes.”  Do you agree or disagree with this?  Explain. B) If you had to come up with your own metaphor for life, what would it be? Explain why you chose it.
Pgs 180 -196 Date:_____________

1. A) Why do you think Charlie’s father Matt doesn’t recognize him? B) Do you think parents should be able to easily recognize their child 15 years later? Explain. C) Why do you think Charlie is so hesitant to tell his father who he is? D) Why does Charlie so desperately want his father to recognize him and know who he is? (what would this do for Charlie in his eyes?) Pg 186 E) Do you agree with Charlie’s statement that he is not Matt’s son anymore? Explain. (Pg 188) F) If you were in Charlie’s shoes how would you have handled this situation? Explain.

2. A) Why does Matt end up taking Charlie to Uncle Herman’s? B) Do you think Rose would have gone through with her actions if Matt had not been there to stop her?  Explain. C) What did Charlie’s mom Rose want to take from Charlie and give to Norma? (pg 185)

3. A) What does the night with Fay tell us about what might be happening to Charlie?  B) What do you think the reference to “peanuts” is about? (i.e. mom wanting to take them away from Charlie, Charlie not letting Fay have them, Charlie being afraid to lose his peanuts etc.)  Explain.
Pgs 196 -221 Date: ____________

1.  How does Charlie feel as he sees the dishwasher boy in the restaurant?  What makes him change the way he feels?  What hurts Charlie the most in witnessing other’s reactions to the boy?  (pg 198 -199)

2.  Do people laugh more easily at someone with missing arms and legs or someone with a low intelligence?  Why do you think that is?  Explain your answer.

3. After witnessing the dishwasher boy incident, Charlie realizes something very important about himself…he has a new mission.  What is it?  (pg 200)

4.  Is Charlie in love with Faye the way he is in love with Alice?  Explain the difference. (pg 211)
5.  When Charlie becomes intimate with Faye the old Charlie has stopped watching him.  Why do you think this is? (pg. 211)

6.  Do you think Faye is good for Charlie?  Why or why not?  Use examples from the book to support your answer.  

7.  What is happening to Algernon?  What might this be foreshadowing for Charlie? (pg 214)

8.  Did Charlie understand that surgery might only be temporary?  Does this make a difference in whether or not the experiment was ethical?  Explain. (pg 218)

9.  What does Dr. Nemur mean when he tells Charlie that “there might be regression to an even more primitive level of functioning?”  How might you handle knowing this?  What would your reaction be? (pg 219). 

Pgs. 221-253   Date: _________

1. A) On page 249 Charlie states that “Intelligence and education that hasn’t been tempered by human affection isn’t worth a damn.”  What does Charlie mean by this?  Explain.  B) Charlie goes on to say that “…all too often a search for knowledge drives out the search for love.”  Do you think this is true?  Why or why not?  C) Do you agree or disagree that without the ability to give and receive affection that this can lead to a mental and moral breakdown of violence and pain?  Explain.  

2. Kahilil Gibran states that “Knowledge of the self is the mother of all knowledge. So it is incumbent on me to know myself, to know it completely.” A) How does this quote relate to the novel and what Charlie is going through? B) Do you agree or disagree with this quote?  Explain.

3. Do you think Dr. Nemur is correct in saying that Charlie’s “genius has destroyed his faith in the world and in fellow men?”  A) Relate this to the biblical story of Adam and Eve. B) ow might intelligence destroy faith?
4. A) On pages 252-253 Charlie has a conversation in the mirror with himself.  Explain how Charlie sees his “old” self.  A) What does he claim his “old” self wants?  B) What do you think Charlie means when he tells his “old” self “I am not your friend.  I am your enemy?”  C)  Have you ever felt like you have had 2 selves?  What were they? Explain.
Pgs. 254-278  Date: _________

1.  In Charlie’s letter to Dr. Nemur, what does he say the results of the surgery show? (pg 254)

2.  What is Charlie’s perspective on who is to blame for what has happened to him? (pg 257)

3.  What is Charlie’s reason for wanting to visit his mom? (pg 259)

4.  A) What will make Charlie a complete person? (pg 264) B) Do you think anyone can fully know themselves?  How long does this take to achieve?  

5.  Why do you think Norma doesn’t remember being mean to him when she was younger?  (pg 271-272)

6.  Charlie develops empathy an emotional intelligence – how does he use his empathy when dealing with Norma? (pg 273)
Pgs. 279 -311 Date: ________________

1. A) Do you think a failure in an experiment can be just as important to the advancement of learning as a success would be?  Explain. B) If you were Charlie, how would you handle knowing you were going to lose your intelligence?  How would you prepare for your end result?

2. Charlie doesn’t think he can be a complete person unless he understands himself. Is this true for you? For Everyone? Do you “understand” yourself? (pg 264)

3. What is ironic about how Charlie’s mom is now and where Charlie is now? (pg 271)

4. How might the three blind mice relate to Charlie? Hint: Is there more than one Charlie?

5. Look past the last page with writing on it in the novel.  What do you notice? What might the significance of this be? Explain.

Choose either # 6 or 7 to answer
6. Write Charlie’s last progress report entry taking into account where he is at the end of the novel.  If you want to misspell so it is more accurate you may.  It must be at least 8 sentences.
7. Write a Eulogy (speech read at a funeral) for Carlie after he is gone.  This can be from Alice’s point of view or Charlie’s mom, dad, Norma, Dr. Nemur/Strauss, Mr. Donner or Gimpy. This must be at least 8 sentences.
Movie Discussion Questions
1. After watching the movie Flowers for Algernon, Charlie states that “In Charlie’s world, we’re the morons.”  What do you think he means by this statement? Do you agree or disagree with him and why?

2. Charlie also states “I don’t know what’s worse: to not know what you are and be happy, or to become what you’ve always wanted to be and feel alone.” Which do you think is worse?  Explain your reasoning.  Which do you think Charlie would choose? Defend your answer.

3. Carlie states “I’m afraid. Not of life, or death or nothingness, but of wasting it as if I had never been.” What is your greatest fear in regards to living your life? How will you not waste it?

4. Charlie states “That’s the thing about human life – there is no control group, no way to ever know how any of us would have turned out if any variables had been changed.” What does Charlie mean by this? Is there ever one right path to go down or many? How difficult is it for you to make an important decision and stand by it and not look back thinking about how you could have done things differently?
