Sociogram Assignment: Tracking Relationships in a novel

What is a Sociogram? 

A literary sociogram is a graphic organizer and visual representation of the relationships among characters in a literary text. It helps you to think more deeply about the literary texts you’ve read, and how the characters relate to one another.  You will make use of pictures, symbols, shapes, colors and line styles to show the relationships amongst the characters.
Materials  Needed:

Blank paper

Pen

Coloured pencils or markers

How do I do it?

There are many variations, but for our purposes, the instructions are as follows:
1) Pick a character to be in the middle. It should be a major character.

2) Add the other characters from the novel by connecting them to the main character in the middle. Any characters that have some sort of significant interaction should be connected. This applies to the

character in the middle as well as characters on the outside that interact during the novel.

Think about characters who have moved closer together or farther apart during the novel. How can you show this in your sociogram?

You can leave characters off, but be prepared to justify why you did. The distance placed between

characters on the page should reflect the perceived psychological distance between the characters in the story.  For instance, if two characters barely know one another or are completely disconnected, they would be far apart. If the characters are married, they would be close together.

3) Add something to the lines to indicate the importance of the relationship. You can add different colors, or make them jagged, wavy, thick, thin…think about why you would draw a line a certain way.  You could also make the lines actual shapes (like hearts, pencils, waves, train tracks). You will show the direction of the relationship by an arrow or line and its nature by a brief label.  For example, in “Lord of the Flies,” an arrow going from Piggy to Ralph might say “Only friend, trustworthy companion, follows his leadership” because these are ways in which Piggy relates to Ralph. Arrows/lines can be one-way, two-way, or a boomerang effect. A full and interesting sociogram will have many lines between the characters; think of how a plate of spaghetti looks. You must provide a key that explains what each line means somewhere on your sociogram.
4) To each line add a brief description of the interaction between the characters in the novel.

5) Group the characters in some meaningful way with a color, symbol, or font that represents a

meaningful grouping in the story. One of the groups in “Maus” could be survivors.

6) Add a symbol that represents each character’s role in the novel. 
7) The size of the character on the sociogram should reflect how important that character is to the

character in the middle.
8)  Now look at the complexity of your sociogram.  Create a completely original title for the entire sociogram.  Consider thematic threads in your creation of the title.

9) Attached to your sociogram on a separate sheet of paper, for each character, you will need to discuss that character in detail (i.e. character traits), why you chose the symbol you did for that character and how it relates back to the character. (This should be 3-4 sentences). 
10) For 5 of the characters on your separate sheet of paper, you will also need to add a quote and explain how it shows the traits of that character. (Be sure to cite the quote properly with page numbers).
*Be sure your sociogram has lots of color to make it interesting and visually appealing. 
This assignment is due on: _______________________

This assignment is worth: ________________________
