Sinaloa 8th Grade Syllabus 2019 - 2020
Teacher: Ms. Werner

Sinaloa Middle School: Room # 207
Telephone: (415) 897-2111 ext.5459 
Email: jwerner@nusd.org
Website: www.mswerner.weebly.com
Essential Question: What will Ms. Werner’s 8th grade core class curriculum include?
	Questions/Main Ideas:
	Notes:

	What are the goals and objectives of this class?

	This 8th grade class is designed to prepare you for the rigor, critical thinking, creativity, collaboration and communication you will need to become 21st Century thinkers and learners!  My goal is to provide you with a wealth of opportunities to grow as perceptive readers, critical thinkers, and competent writers.  Throughout the year we will be looking at the theme of Social Justice and how it relates to the 8th grade curriculum and the world around us.


	What are some of the novels, topics, skills etc. that will be covered in English class?
	1. Fiction/Non-fiction/reading in the Language of Literature Text (various short stories)

2. Novels (will read at least 3 of the following)        

· The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

· My Brother Sam is Dead or April Morning

· Speak

· Flowers for Algernon

· Night

· The Diary of Anne Frank
· Maus 1 and 2
3. Poetry Unit

You will participate in a month+ long poetry unit in which you will read and write poems.  You will also each receive a class poetry book that you create and design as a class, with a compilation of all the poems you wrote throughout the unit.  You will learn how to:

· Compose and polish personal poems for publication 
· Define, identify, and apply literary terms of poetic diction

· Recognize and manipulate a variety of poetic styles and structures: sonnet, free verse, blank verse

· Recognize and manipulate sound devices and figurative language

· Analyze the content of the poems under critical reading and analysis 

· Publish a class book of original pieces of prose and poetry

· Possibly deliver a public performance (poetry slam and/or reading to the class or during a poetry performance)
4. Writing

Students will be doing Expository, Narrative and Argumentative writing this year.  Our main focus will be on argument writing and learning how to write strong claims (thesis), grounds (evidence) and warrants (reasoning) to argue positions.  
       This will include some of the following:

· Research reports/projects (Constitution PBL/Modern Day Slavery PBL/Civil War Dinner Party project)

· DBQ’s (Document Based Questions)

· Journal prompts/journal writing

· Dialectical journals (response journals on various novels)

· Critical Reading (marking the text/charting the text)

· Article of the week analysis and reflection

5. Vocabulary, Spelling, Grammar

· You will be using a compilation of various vocabulary words (these will include, Common Core 8th grade vocabulary and SAT words etc.)

· Vocabulary will also come from different Literature units and the History curriculum.  

6. PBL Unit/s

· You will work together to learn material that is relevant and meaningful to you.  This will consist of your own generated topics, themes, essential questions, projects etc.

· PBL project – Constitution and Modern Day Slavery 

7. Depth and Complexity Icons and Universal Themes

· You will be learning and working with Depth and Complexity icons and Universal Themes as a tool to dive deeper into critical thinking, writing and analysis.  We will be using these throughout the year!

8. Speaking and Presentation

· You will work individually and in groups to complete projects and present them in front of a larger audience throughout the year.

· These activities are designed to help you learn to work with others in a collaborative way and to appreciate each other’s ideas and opinions.  

· There will be multiple formats for small and large group discussion including Socratic Seminars and Philosophical chair debates.


	How will I be Graded?
	You will be graded on the following categories in each subject:

· History

· Tests/Quizzes

· Projects
· Reports/essays
· Interactive History binders
· Digital Citizenship – chrome book use/care

· Language Arts                
· Tests/Quizzes           - Classwork

· Projects                      - Digital Citizenship – chrome book use/care

· Essays/Reports          - Warm ups/Journals/vocab 
· Homework                       
The percentages and grades for the class are as follows: 

· 100-98 = A+          -   69-68 = D+

· 97-94 = A               -   67-64 = D   

· 93-90 = A-              -   63-60 = D-

· 89-88 = B+             -   59-0 = F

· 87-84 = B

· 83-80 = B-

· 79-78 = C+

· 77-74 = C

· 73-70 = C-

	What is the homework Policy?
	Typically, I will assign homework 3-5 times a week.  You are responsible for using your student planner to keep track of all homework assignments.  Homework will be graded as follows:

· + = Complete 

· Check = mostly complete (some room for improvement)

· - = Incomplete 

Late work will be accepted for excused absences only.   Credit for other late work will be reduced every day it’s late.  

	What will I need for this class?


	Suggested Materials:

· 2” 3 Ring Binder:  This is for your interactive history binder only!  Nothing else should go into this binder other than history work.

· You will need to have a section/divider for English.  This is where all your handouts etc. will go. (This is can be in a binder you are using for another class).

· Paper: Loose-leaf, college ruled paper.

· 1 composition notebook (9 ¾ x 7 ½ ): This will be provided for you and used for your warm ups/journals and vocabulary.

· Pens/Pencils/Highlighters/Pencil Case: Always have numerous useful writing utensils ready for class.

· Daily Planner: (student planner should be with you ALWAYS!)


	How can I contact Ms. Werner?


	The best way to contact Ms. Werner outside of school is through e-mail, or telephone.  (E-mail is best b/c I check it every day).

E-mail: jwerner@nusd.org
phone: (415) 897-2111 ext. 5459


	How will I keep you and your parents regularly updated on what is happening in my class?

What are the classroom Norms?

What are the discipline policies?


	Every Sunday I will send out an e-mail that will include reminders regarding due dates, upcoming events, textbooks and supplies that are needed for class and a loose day to day guide letting you know what we will be learning and doing in class each week.  

Classroom Norms (AEIOU):

· A - Ask Questions

· E - Engage Fully
· I - Integrate new information
· O - Open your mind to diverse view
· U - Utilize what you learn
· Y – Monitor YOUR own devices
Discipline Policy:

1. Verbal Warning – I ask you to stop the behavior
2. Leave the room – Have a brief check in with me in regards to behavior
3. Change of seat – E-mail home

4. Conference – Talk with me at break and/or at lunch and e-mail home

5. After-school conference with parent and student
6. Class detention: parent meeting/suspended from class.



	When do I sign and return the last page of this packet?
	Parent/student signature and info needed by _____________________________

	Summary:  In your summary, please answer the essential question as you choose some of the following to reflect on and respond to.  Please use complete and thoughtful sentences when writing your paragraph. It should read as a narrative and not as bullet points.
· What is my goal for you this year?

· What is your own goal for this year?

· What are you most excited to do/learn about this year based off of what the curriculum will include?

· List the supplies that you still need to get for this class.

· What is the best way to contact me?

· What are the norms/expectations for Ms. Werner’s class?

· When do you need to sign and return the last page of this packet by?
· What is a good way to stay informed about what we will be doing each week in class?
· What concerns (if any) do you have about this class?




Please sign and return the form below:

My child and I have read and understand the basic expectations, goals, and rules on Ms. Werner’s syllabus.  I agree to encourage and support my child at home as much as possible.

As the student, I agree to do my best to meet the requirements of my 8th grade Core class.
Student’s name: ___________________________________________   Date: ________________________

Guardian signature: ________________________________________   Date: ________________________

E-mail and contact information form

Please complete as NEATLY as possible and return to Ms. Werner

GUARDIAN 1 NAME: _____________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS (for weekly e-mail updates): __________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER: ________________________________

GUARDIAN 2 NAME: ______________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS (for weekly e-mail updates): ___________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER (if different): _________________________________

STUDENT’S E-MAIL ADDRESS (for weekly e-mail updates): _________________________________________

ALTERNATIVE PHONE NUMBER FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS (please specify): _________________________

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR ME TO KNOW ABOUT YOUR CHILD.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO FILL OUT THIS FORM.  I APPRECIATE YOUR TIME AND SUPPORT.

SINCERELY,

MS. WERNER

JWERNER@NUSD.ORG
