Personal Declaration of Independence:  Writing Assignment
Assignment:
You are to write your own Declaration of Independence using the 1776 American Declaration of Independence as your model.  You are to declare your independence from something that is problem for you, something that makes your life difficult, stressful, or unhappy.  The best pieces of writing come from those who take this piece seriously.  (You may wish to suggest changes for the school, your town, your state, your home, teen life, your country, etc. Be creative!)
Your declaration must include the same 5 parts of the American Declaration of Independence
:

Preamble:  the reason for writing the document.  (From what are you declaring independence? What are the conditions causing the desire to separate?)

Statement of Beliefs: discuss your truths and beliefs and relationship to the thing you are in conflict with.  (Describe the actual situation. Describe the ideal or tolerable situation.  Describe the remedy/solution to correct the complaint.)

· Complaints: list specific complaints against the problem/conflict you are writing about.  (Specifically describe three or four grievances.)
Formal Declaration of Independence: declare your independence from the thing you are breaking ties with.  (State in your own words that all other efforts have failed and therefore this is the only acceptable resolution.)

· Signature: don’t forget to sign your name to your document.  

Final length:  About 1- 1½ typed pages double spaced, one inch margin, Times New Roman 12 point font or 2-3 handwritten double spaced pages in blue or black ink.
You will need to include ALL 5 parts, with the inclusion of your signature at the end.  This assignment is 50 points and is due on: ___________________________________  

See the rubric on the flip side for how your final draft will be graded.

Rubric for Personal Declaration of Independence

Total Points: 


50
Follows formatting and writing conventions

 5

· Typed:  double spaced, one inch margins, Times New Roman 12 point font

· Handwritten neatly:  one side of paper only, double spaced, black or blue ink

· Correct spelling, grammar, punctuation

Preamble


10
· Declares reason for the document and on whom the changes suggested in this document might have an affect.
· Is clear and understandable by an outside reader.

· Is specific.

· Phrasing alludes to model document.

Statement of Beliefs   
10
· Expresses what writer believes to be true about life and living it well

· Explains what a positive relationship should be

· Is clear and specific.

· Phrasing alludes to model document.

List of Complaints

10
· Shows how relationship is not achieving its positive aims

· Makes specific claims concerning problems

· Makes use of parallelism.

· Phrasing alludes to model document.

Formal declaration

10
· States for the record what the new relationship will be.

· Gives a new name to the author in reference to being free from the negative

· Phrasing alludes to model document

Signature


5

