Literary Mandala

Purpose: This project will help you to understand the characters in a novel more deeply.  Well-developed characters are neither completely good nor completely bad.  Maus is full of these kinds of characters and using a mandala will help you to see that most people and most situations in life have two sides to them.  
A Mandala has two sides: the Sunside and the Shadowside.  Perhaps these things represent the dark and light sides of our personalities. Using a character in Maus, you will explore both the outward (sun) and the inward (shadow) aspects of a particular character’s personality. The creation of a Sun/Shadow Mandala helps you to think symbolically.  The process of comparing a character or an idea to archetypal symbols (an animal, a plant, an element, etc.), drawing the symbols, and then posing reasons for your choice leads you to a deeper understanding of the personality and motivations of a person or character from literature. Mandala’s are represented in a circle, where the sun personality is represented and the shadow personality is presented.
Procedure: 
1. Pick a character from the novel Maus that you would like to reflect on for your mandala.

2. Write down 10 adjectives that describe the character.  These adjectives will go into the center of your Mandala. 

3. Think about those adjectives as you choose a symbol for each of the following to represent the personality of the character for both the character’s sunside and the character’s shadowside.  (Use the chart below to help you organize your thoughts.) These things will be used as the symbols to represent your character visually on the Mandala.  
Character: _______________________
	Symbols
	Sunside
	Shadowside

	Animal
	
	

	Plant
	
	

	Color
	
	

	Natural Element ( Fire, Air, Earth, Water)
	
	

	Shape
	
	

	Number
	
	


4. Once you have chosen all your symbols, you will draw them and label them on your Mandala.  Be sure to show whether they are the sunside with a sun symbol or a shadowside with a cloud symbol next to each drawing.  Your drawings should be colored and neat. Don’t forget that your Character’s name goes into the center of the Mandala with the 10 adjectives that describe your character beneath your character’s name.
5. After your symbols are drawn on your Mandala you will now need to type a paragraph for each side (sunside and shadowside, a total of 2 paragraphs) explaining in detail how each of the symbols represents each side of your character. You will also need to use evidence (quotes) from the text, with proper citation, that defend your reasoning. These 2 paragraphs will need to be in small enough font to fit on to the back of your Mandala.
