Interactive History Binder Guidelines
Purpose
The purpose of the interactive notebook is to allow students the opportunity to become engaged, active and organized learners, while encouraging them to use their own creativity to reinforce their understanding of U.S. History.

Materials
In order to create an interactive notebook each student must have access to the following materials:


* 2 inch 3 ring binder w/ paper


* pen and pencils


* folder for notebook materials at the conclusion of each term


* Highlighters, colored pens / markers, glue sticks, scissors 

When in the classroom the teacher will provide all of the materials with the EXCEPTION of the 3 ring binder.  You are responsible for your own pen and pencil to take part in class.

Notebook Format
* Cover - all notebooks must have a creative cover that reflects the course content and each unit must have a creative title page that reflects the unit theme and outline.


* Table of Contents - as a way to organize your material and to keep track of assignments all pages should be numbered and your table of contents should be continuously updated. (I will provide a table of contents sheet for you to keep track of all your assignments.


* Notebook pages (criteria for notebook) - your notebook pages will include some or all of the following:

· Class notes 




- Formal invitations

· Questions 




- Mind map

· Songs/raps 




- Concept web

· Graphs/charts 




- Illustrated timelines

· Maps





- Political cartoons

· Poems 





- Comic strips

· Drawings 





- Postcard/letters

· Collage 





- Advertisements

· Cartoons/posters 



- Tests/quizzes

· Journal entries





· Historical figure sensory sketches

· Pictowords (symbolic representations of words or phrases that show their meaning, to help define concepts.)
· “What if” statements (create hypothetical historical situations and then answer statements.)

· Metaphorical representations (creating analogies to support or explain a concept.) 
What if I am absent?
In the event of being absent from class, the student is responsible for getting the missed work and assignment either from other students in the class or the teacher.  The teacher will have a master note book to see what the assignment was, as well as copies of any handouts.  Under no circumstances should you photo copy any other students work and turn it in as your own.  All of your work in your notebook should be your own and original.  

How will I be graded?
History binders are the largest part of your history grade!  They can be anywhere from 200 – 400 points!  You will NOT turn them in daily.  Instead, you will hand them in after a history unit which will include multiple chapters worth of work.  This means that if you do not finish an assignment in class, you will need to work on the assignment at home, even though it may not be due the next day.  I will give you a weeks notice before history binders are due, so that you have time to finish up any incomplete assignments.  I DO NOT recommend waiting until the week before they are due to finish your assignments.  Your goal is to finish the assignments for homework as we do them in class so that you do not fall behind.   
Signed Contract
I have read and understand what will be expected of me regarding my interactive history binder.

Student Signature: ___________________________________________

Parent Signature: ____________________________________________
