Historical Letter to a Historical Figure
100 points
· You will write a letter to a historical figure as if you are related to them on the topic of the writing of the Declaration of Independence and the events leading up to this important document. You may choose either to write to King George III or Thomas Jefferson. You may want to do a little outside research to help you with details about these historical figures to make it more realistic.  You can be angry or proud of your family member, but be sure to include historical facts as to why you feel the way you do. 

· Your letter must be formatted like a letter, with a proper greeting and salutation.
· It must be written in 12 point font, double spaced and aligned properly.
· Your first paragraph must include a minimum of three grievances or praises that you have directed toward your family member.

· The following paragraphs must expand on the Declaration of Independence and how the issues talked about in the Declaration are affecting the people and community and time in history.

· You can write your letter as a parent, sister, brother, in-law, cousin etc.

· Use humor to make your letter amusing, but factual.
Examples of who you can write to include:

Thomas Jefferson

King George III
Example:
Dearest Georgy,

You know I love your brawniness and get it done attitude, but dear, don’t you think you are being a little harsh on our countrymen over in the Colonies.  Your taxes, the overwhelming number of troops, and the fact that you won’t even travel there for even a quick visit! You are being absolutely unreasonable! This is not going to end well, and then we are going to be in real trouble. Your actions have brought you to the brink of war and now with this Declaration that Jefferson has written, you really have made it so they have no other choice but to separate from Britain. I know you have a lot on your plate; our sixteen children, the fact that you have no time for a mistress and are stuck with me, but come on, our empire cannot afford this kind of a reputation.
My love, can you honestly tell me that taxing their tea was a good idea? Have you gone mad? I’ve been told you have been seen talking to the trees in the back forty! Get it together! Tea is our drink of choice and for you to force them to pay more taxes on it is unfathomable.  I’ve heard they have switched to coffee, yuck! This cannot be good for their wellbeing, let alone their teeth. Our countrymen are so angry with you, and all the while this is costing us more and more money.  The tea they threw out in Boston’s Harbor and the boycott of so many of our goods; we are going broke and still you continue to try and keep the peace by sending over more troops. I mean really?
Seriously, do you think that by sending more red coated troops to Boston, you are going to cool the jets of those so-called Americans?  When those guys see red, and I mean that literally, they are ready to charge in sixty seconds or less! Look at the taxing house in Boston; what they did to those poor guards.  To think that they are the ones who started it, throwing literal ice at the guards, yet now they blame us for the lives lost. Ok, look…..every time you send more troops, these rebels just get angrier.  And now you have decided to send German, Hessian troops….like that’s going to work, those dudes are ruthless. I heard the soldiers in Boston didn’t even put up a fight when that tall drink of water Washington sent his group of farmers to take Boston. The cannons lined the horizon of Dorchester Heights and our troops just turned tail and ran.  Not a shot fired, not even one.  So you are telling me that sending troops is a good scare tactic, sure honey, they seemed pretty scared of those good looking farmers, those hot Green Mountain Boys and sexy Sons of Liberty guys, but I digress….woooo, is it getting hot in here? My point is… it sure wasn’t the other way around, they were not scared of us.  
You are a fool, a good looking one, but still a fool. Why don’t you just board a nice ship, with all the fixings, including a lot of fruit because I won’t be kissing a man without any teeth due to the scurvy, and go visit these rebels. Talk to the other George, the tall one with the white horse, and see what you can work out. See if you can come to some type of compromise. I read that Olive Branch Petition they sent you and that Declaration of Independence thingy and they seem pretty ticked.  Both were well written I might add and believe me they do make some good points in their list of grievances against you, but just go there; bring some nice tea, some gold nuggets and end this thing, because I swear if they win this thing and we go further into debt, I may just divorce you.  It’s legal now you know, since that Henry the VIII character couldn’t keep to just one women, or one sister.  Do what you do best my dear……negotiating isn’t one of them, but find something you are good at and end this thing, or it’s sianarah! Although, I am going to keep the ring, because that thing is freaking huge! 

Your Loving Wife,

Charlotte

