What is Communism?
Communism = a theory or system of social organization in which all property is owned by the community and each person contributes and receives according to their ability and needs.

How does a communist government operate?

Ideally, no private property, businesses or industries are owned individually. The government owns everything and will equally distribute resources to every citizen.  There are also no different social classes (e.g. middle class, low class) as all wealth and resources will be equally distributed among all citizens. The government decides the amount of wealth and resources distributed equally to everyone. Furthermore, if anyone were to disagree with the government or the ideology of communism, not much can be done as people were trapped under the government's control. There are no rich or poor in a communist-run state. Ultimately, everyone is equal.  This is not true however if the government is corrupt or the leader is a tyrant.

Facts on the Vietnam War

Over the decades since the conflict ended, the Vietnam War has become an integral part of American cultural history, featuring in numerous movies, books, songs, and television documentaries.

Although, the war was a resounding military defeat for the USA and caused a great deal of political turmoil and personal trauma in the US, some historians argue that it succeeded in helping to prevent the spread of communism in the Indochina Peninsula.

· The Vietnam War began on 1 November 1955 and ended with the fall of Saigon 30 April 1975, lasting 19 and 1/2 years.

· From the end of the 19th Century up until the 1940s Vietnam had been a French colony and formed part of French Indochina.
· Most of the conflict took place in Vietnam, but later the fighting spilled over into neighboring Laos and Cambodia in the early 1970s.
American Casualties

· 58,220 killed in action

· More than 150,000 wounded

· 10,000 missing
· The conflict took place during the Cold War, the global struggle for supremacy between two superpowers, the USA and the Soviet Union. It was essentially a war between communist and anti-communist forces. The USA was concerned that if the whole of Vietnam became communist, it would spread to other countries in the region - this idea was known as the “Domino Effect” - and the war for the US was about preventing this from happening.
· The conflict was between North Vietnam which was Communist and South Vietnam which was Democratic.  The U.S. fought alongside South Vietnam to stop the spread of Communism.
· The Communist North Vietnamese forces were supported by the Viet Cong in South Vietnam, the People's Republic of China, and the Soviet Union. The anti-Communist forces consisted of Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam), the USA, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand, Thailand and Laos.
· There is a myth that the average age of US soldiers killed in Vietnam was 19 years of age, but the true figure is actually 22.  Still young, but not teenage.

· The leader of the North Vietnamese was called Ho Chi Minh. He led the independence movement from 1941 onwards, established Communist rule in 1945, and although he officially stepped down from power in 1965, he remained a figurehead throughout the war.

· More than 5 million people died in total. The U.S. alone suffered 58,220 deaths in action. 

· The average age of Americans that died was just over 23 years. 11,465 of the personnel who were killed were under the age of 20.

Non-US Casualties

Apart from the USA, many other countries suffered casualties in the war:

· South Vietnam had 300,000 soldiers killed, and as many as 3,000,000 civilians.

· North Vietnam and Viet Cong suffered 1,100,000 soldiers killed, and 2,000,000 civilian deaths.

· More than 200,000 Cambodia civilians died.

· Laos experience around 30,000 dead.

· South Korea - 5,099 dead.

· China suffered 1,446 dead.

· Thailand lost 1,351 people.

· Australia had 521 dead.

· New Zealand suffered 37 deaths.

· Soviet Union lost 16 people.

· 12,000 American helicopters saw action in the conflict.

· Between 1962 and 1971, the US sprayed a herbicide called Agent Orange over large areas of forest in an attempt to reduce hit and run attacks by pro-communist forces, causing 400,000 people to be killed or injured, and 500,000 children to be born with birth defects.

· The conflict was also financially costly. Between 1965 and 1975, the US spent $111 billion on the war.

· President Nixon started reducing troop numbers in 1969, as massive anti-war demonstrations and protests took place in the US, with the public bitterly divided over the conflict.

· A cease-fire to end the war was signed in Paris in 1973, but it didn’t hold and hostilities broke out again.

· North Vietnam's victory in 1975 meant that the war had ended for good.
Napalm: A True American Tale

By Mark Thompson
Time Magazine April 11, 2013

Napalm is one of those American inventions that you wish weren’t, sort of like Agent Orange, killer drones, or nuclear weapons. Sure, their invention might have had to happen eventually, but why should the U.S. have to shoulder credit – culpability? — for being the first to develop ever-better and more lethal weapons? Was that something the Founding Fathers ever envisioned?

Despite its heritage and horror, napalm – the word is a marriage of its two original components, naphthenic and palmitic acids – has played a major role in the history of war. That’s why Robert M. Neer, a historian at Columbia University, elected to write a book about it. 
What is the bottom line in your new book, Napalm: An American Biography?

Napalm was born a hero but lives a pariah.

Its story shows how defeat on the battlefield, grassroots protest, vilification in popular culture, regulation under international law, development of alternative weapons, and the rise of a global civilian culture can constrain military power.

Why did you pick that particular subtitle, “An American Biography”?

First, because this is napalm’s life story, from its birth on Valentine’s Day 1942 to President Barack Obama’s signature on his first full day in office of the first U.S. treaty to limit its use.

Second, because it is an American weapon: it was invented in America and has been used longer, more widely, and to greater effect by the United States than any other country.

Third, because this is a story of America, from global authority at the end of World War II to its increasingly constrained position in a globalizing world.

Sum up napalm’s development, briefly.

It was invented in a top-secret 1942 war research collaboration between Harvard University and the U.S. government, used to devastating effect in Europe and the Pacific in World War II — most notably to incinerate 64 of Japan’s largest cities — and in most major military conflicts after 1945, notably in Korea and Vietnam.

“Napalm,” according to its inventor, means any form of thickened petroleum. Its most recent large scale use was by the United States during the 2003 invasion of Iraq.

How is it related, if at all, to the flame-throwers of World War II?

Most of the flamethrowers used in World War II shot napalm: it tripled the range and increased the amount of burning material delivered to the target by almost 10 times, compared to earlier gelled fuels.

Is there a “father of napalm”? If so, tell us a little about him.
Louis Fieser is the father of napalm.

He was 43 years old and the Sheldon Emery Professor of Organic Chemistry at Harvard when his research team invented napalm.

He got his Ph.D. from Harvard, and taught at Bryn Mawr before he returned to Harvard in 1930.
He was elected to the National Academy of Sciences in 1940. Many thousands of students took his classes during his almost four decades at Harvard.

He saw his public image damaged as opinion turned against his creation. “We thought you were a great guy, and now you’re a bum,” he summarized his correspondence in a 1967 comment to The New York Times.

Discuss the morality of napalm. Why do lead bullets seem to be viewed as “good weapons,” while napalm – and others, like chemical and biological weapons – seem to be viewed as “bad weapons”? Is there a logic to these groupings? If so, what is it?

I’m not sure I accept the premise of your question quite as you phrase it.

Napalm is legal to use against combatants under international law, for example, while chemical and biological weapons in general are not. It is also illegal to use bullets, to take your example, in certain ways: for example, to execute babies.

Fieser asserted that he envisioned that napalm would be used against things, not “babies and Buddhists,” as he phrased it.

He likened his research to the role of a gun manufacturer, and denied culpability for unanticipated uses of his creation.

This is what Phan Thị Kim Phúc, the little girl in the 1972 Pulitzer Prize-winning “Terror of War” photograph had to say about this topic when I asked her: “The rules comes from the people who are using it. A knife can be used for good, in the hands of the people who are using it. If you are using that to destroy people, it is so wrong. So terrible, so evil.”

When was napalm last known to have been used in war?

It was used by U.S. forces during the 2003 invasion of Iraq.

There have been reports that Sudanese forces have also used it more recently, but I haven’t found any definitive confirmations.
How is napalm supposed to work as a military weapon?

It can be used to incinerate cities as at Tokyo on March 9, 1945 when it kindled fires that incinerated over 87,500 in a night: the greatest cataclysm in the history of war, and more than died in either of the atomic explosions.

In 1945 we “scorched and boiled and baked to death more people in Tokyo on that night of March 9-10 than went up in vapor at Hiroshima and Nagasaki combined,” U.S. General Curtis LeMay, who directed all three attacks, wrote after the war.

It can also be used with precision on the battlefield: skilled pilots can drop napalm to within tens of yards of desired positions. 
What nations other than the U.S. have used napalm in war?

Many nations with air forces and wars to fight: it is most effectively delivered by air. Napalm’s chemistry is so simple the United States didn’t even try to keep it secret.

Countries that have used napalm, in addition to the United States, include: Greece (the first use after World War II), France, Britain, Portugal, United Nations forces in Korea, the Philippines, South Vietnam and North Vietnam (in flamethrowers), Cuba, Peru, Bolivia, Israel, Egypt, Turkey, India, Iraq, Nigeria, and Brazil.

Has its use been banned anywhere?

Its use against “concentrations of civilians” has been banned under Protocol III of the 1980 United Nations Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. There are at present 106 states parties to the Protocol.

The United States signed it almost three decades after the General Assembly adopted it, on January 21, 2009: President Barack Obama’s first full day in office. America’s ratification, however, is subject to a diplomatic reservation that says it can disregard the treaty at its discretion if doing so would save civilian lives.
Vietnam Syndrome

Vietnam Syndrome, like other post-war syndromes, was first used in early 1970s to describe the physical and psychological symptoms of veterans coming back from the Vietnam War, later best known as Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  By the end of 1970s, Vietnam Syndrome was no longer a medical term and it came to have a pure political meaning, coined by Henry Kissinger and popularized by Ronald Reagan to describe the U.S.’s reluctance to send troops into combat situations overseas. This happened because the U.S. was afraid that they would get bogged down in a “quagmire” again, like they did in Vietnam, and this which would lead to a loss of support for the government.

Consequences

A view held largely by American conservatives that the “loss” of the Vietnam War has created an American public biased against any type of American military conflicts.

They argue that bad memories of the Vietnam War such as massive protests and riots, the Watergate scandals as well as images of killed and wounded soldiers and civilians, have caused the American people to distrust any type of foreign intervention. As a result, any attempt by the United States to engage in a military conflict would be viewed by the American people as “another Vietnam.” American leaders were also afraid of involvement in other nation’s problems.

Society

Post-Vietnam Syndrome also lead to a lot of problems on American society and people. Many veterans came back from Vietnam had been failed in efforts to have an ordinary life. More Vietnam veterans committed suicide due to psychological problems after the war than those who had died during the war in it.  At least three-of-quarters in a million veterans become homeless or jobless.

Nearly 700,000 draftees which came from poorly educated background hardly received honorable discharge. Even worse, many Nam Veterans find it too challenging to get new jobs to maintain support for their family; some even suffer terrible diseases such as post-traumatic stress disorders. There are many movies, documentaries and television programs depicted Vietnam veterans‘ difficult lives and their sad memories – what they suffered when fighting in the conflict and how badly they were treated when coming back from Vietnam.

 Americans also distrusted their Government and its involvement in foreign affairs. Many anti-war protests are held against even “anti-terrorist” wars like in Iraq or Afghanistan.

Is Vietnam Syndrome gone?

There are considerable debates whether the war in Iraq is “another Vietnam”. The appearance of that phrase has caused many to believe that Vietnam Syndrome is still alive.

After the Gulf War (2 August 1990 – 17 January 1991) and its relatively decisive victory, President George H.W. Bush declared that Vietnam Syndrome was finally “kicked”. It’s believed the U.S. had recovered from the disaster in Vietnam. This idea is backed up by the broad support of government in battles in Afghanistan and Iraq in first decade of 21st century.

