CELL PHONES IN SCHOOL

Who doesn’t have a cell phone these days? The amazing thing about cell phones is that they are no longer just used for calling or texting. They have become an indispensable multi-tool wonder. Today’s cell phone is cutting-edge technology at your fingertips. With this in mind, should students be permitted to use cell phones in school? The answer is yes; students should be permitted to use cell phones on school campus.  Although some might argue that cellphones can be disruptive and lead to more distractions at school, there are more pros than cons. Cellphone use allows students to stay connected with family and friends, they are an excellent learning resource, and they encourage the responsible use of technology. 

To begin with, cell phones make it possible for students to stay in touch with family and friends. A student can call home and ask a family member to bring them a forgotten assignment or lunch money or to come pick them up if they are sick.  If phones are used in this manner, then they are more helpful to students than a hindrance. Also, cell phones allow parents to keep track of their children’s whereabouts before, during, and after school.  Many parents work and are not able to keep track of their child’s whereabouts, so by allowing their child to use a cellphone will relieve stress because they will be able to stay in close contact with their child more easily.  There’s also the possibility of a student needing to contact a parent because of a dangerous situation on campus. Thus, having a cell phone is like having a guardian angel and they keep parents informed during emergencies. Students can also connect with friends, but not just because it’s a fun thing to do; sometimes teacher’s can ask students to text or email their friends when they are absent to let them know what’s going on in class and to inform them of any homework. If students are allowed to use their phones in class this way, then everyone will benefit, including those who are absent.  When used responsibly, a cell phone can be an excellent communication tool. 
Cell phones – especially smart phones – can also be a fabulous learning resource in the classroom. Students can use tools and apps such as the calculator, the map finder, and the calendar.  If phones are being used for apps and research purposes in the classroom, then this will help to supplement learning in the class and not take away from it.  It is also much quicker to use a cellphone to look up information rather than logging onto a school computer.  This means that valuable time will not be wasted in class and students will be more efficient in finding information that will help them to learn in class. Cellphones can be quite valuable when used as a learning tool. 
Cell phones are also a quick and easy way to incorporate technology in the classroom and will encourage the responsible use of technology. For example, students can learn when and how to use their cell phones to enhance their learning. This means that they will be able to become more independent in their work and will be more motivated to learn. Also by allowing the use of cell phones in class, students will feel like they are being treated like responsible young adults.  This will help lead students to become more responsible users of technology in the digital age. People who oppose the use of cell phones in school might say that it leads to more disruptions and distractions in the classroom setting.  However, as times have changed and students now live in a technology driven world, cell phones are not going to go away, thus students need to learn how to use them responsibly in a learning environment.  It would be an injustice to students if teachers fail to take advantage of the educational power that cell phones provide. 
All in all, cell phones improve communication, provide learning resources, and encourage appropriate use of technology. Teachers and administrators must find ways to incorporate this excellent multi-tool in schools.  It is vital that we make the most of the day and age we are living in by allowing the use of cell phones in the classroom setting!
